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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. | 


Recenr’s Speecu. On the 30th of | 
November the new Parliament, which had | 
before met for the purposes of swearing in_ 
Members, choosing a Speaker, &c. had its | 
proceedings opened by the Regent, who'de- | 
livered to it a Speech, upon which I pro- 
pose to offer some remarks, It was diffi- 
cult to foresee what this Speech would con- 
tain; what hopes it would hold out to the 
nation; and yet, we find the language of 
the Regent as cheerful as ever was the Jan- 
cuage of his father, even in those only 
prosperous years of his reign, while Eng- 
land had a commercial treaty with France. | 
——This Speech I shall, of course, consi- | 











der as the Speech of the Ministers, and | 
shall make no scruple in freely detivering | 
my opinion upon it, inserting the several 
parts of it as-I proceed. 


** It is with the deepest concern that I 
“am obliged to announce to you, at thie 
“ opening of the present Parliament, the 
“ continuance of the lamented indisposition 
“ of His Majesty, and the diminution of the 
“hopes I have most anxiously entertained 
of His Majesty’s recovery.——The situa- 
“ tion of public affairs has induced me to 
“take the earliest opportunity of meeting | 
* you after the late elections. I am per- | 
“ suaded you will participate 1 the salis- 
“ faction I feel at the improvement of our 
“ prospects during the year. The zeal and 
“intrepidity displayed by the forces of | 
“ His Majesty and of his Allies in the Pe- 
“ninsula, on so many occasions, and tlie 
“consummate skill and judgment with 
“ which the operations have been conducted 
“by the Marquis of Wellington, have led 
“to consequences of the utmost import- 


“ance to the common cause in that quar- | 
ti t 8 
er. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
! 





In this onset of the Speech there appears 
to be an incongruity; for who would not 
have supposed that it was some difficulty in 
(he circumstances of the country that had 
induced the Prince to call the Parliament 
logether at so early a period? On the con- 
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trary, we heve see, that the Prince has no- 
thing but his satisfaction to express upon 
the situation of affairs, and that, really, 
does not seem to form any very good ground 
for a rather hastv meeting of the Parlia- 
ment. However, we shall by and by see 
something which may better account for the 
measure. 


*¢ By transferring the war into the in- 
terior, and by the glorious victory of 
Salamanca, the enemy has been com- 
pelled to raise the siege of Cadiz, and the 
Southern provinces of Spain have been 
© delivered from the arms of France; ale 
though 1 cannot but regret that the 
** efforts of the enemy have rendered it ne- 


* cessary to withdraw from the siege of 


‘¢ Burgos, and evacuate Madrid. These 
*¢ efforts, nevertheless, have been attended 
‘with important sacrifices on their part, 


te which must materially contribute lo ex- 


6 tend the resources and fucililale the exer- 
ons of the Spanish Nation. al 
66 ty the Spanish Nation I am 





‘¢ confident I may rely on your affording 


every assistance in support of the great 
‘© contest which has first given to the Con- 
‘¢ tinent of Europe the example of perggver- 
‘¢ ing and successful resistance to the power, 
of France, and on which not only. the 
*¢ independence of the Nations of the Penin- 
6€ svla, but the best interests of His Ma- 
‘* jesty’s dominions essentially depend.” 


So far am I from believing that any ad- 
vantages have been gained in the Peninsula, 
that Lam pretty certain that the cause of 
England in those countries has, during the 
last year, lost ground. It is true, that, by 


‘the valour of our countrymen, victories 


have been gained, and glorious victories 
they were, because they were gained over 
valiant armies, commanded by skillul and 
brave Generals. It is true, that, our army 
has penetrated into the heart of Spain, and 
that it even took possession of the Capital ; 
but, it is not less true, that our army has 
subsequently been compelled to retreat; 
that it has been driven, not only out of the 
Capital of Spain, but a great distance back- 
wards towards Portugal. Now, lam of 


opinion, that the cause has suffered by this; 
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and I am persuaded, that, with the excep- 
tion of the Prince Regent and his Ministers, 
there is scarcely any one who will not agree 
with me, that, unless we could have kept 
Madrid, it would have been better not to | 
take it. ‘Who has not observed, in almost 
every week of his life, that to succeed in a 
small degree, and to be able to hold your 
ground, is far preferable to succeeding to a 
very great extent, if you are compelled to 
abandon any considerable portion of what 
you have obtained. The man who is gain- 
ing a fortune is in better heart, and is look- 
ed upon as being more prosperous, when 
he has secured the first thousand pounds, 
than he would be if he had gained a 
hundred thousand and lost fifty of it; 
and there can be little doubt, that the peo- 
ple of Spain have, at this moment, less 
hope of final success from the efforts of 
Lord Wellington, than they had before he 
moved forward from the walls of the city 
of Rodrigo. They now see, and, of 
course, they will now say, that though va- 
Jour may put him in possession of a part of 
Spain, he has not, aud we are not able to 
give him, a sufficient force to maintain that 
possession. In answer to all those who 
shall tell them that the English army will 
‘come to their assistance, it will always be 
said, the English army has already been 
once in possession of Madrid. There is no- 
thing that so strongly tends to the produc- 
ing of despair, 
When the unfortunate Trenck, shut up in 
a dungeon, and bound in chains, by order 


of the despot of Prussia, the dominions of 


whose successors have since been subdued 
by the French; when the unfortunate 
TRENCK was endeavouring, by almost more 


than mortal efforts, to extricate himself 


from his chains and his dungeon, and when 
there was only one door standing between 
him and liberty, and, perhaps, between 
him and what in such a case was still 
sweeter than liberty, revenge; when, in 
that moment of most lively hepe, the knife, 
with which he was werking his way 
through, snapped asunder, he, with the 


remaining stump, endeavoured to destroy 


his own life, though he was a man of, per- 
haps, as much fortitude as ever man pos- 
sessed. Ifthe knife had snapped at the de- 


ginning of his efforts ; if it had snapped at 


the first door that he had to work through, 


no such desperate effect would have been 
produced upon his mind; and I think that 
we set at defiance the dictates of reason, if 
we do not conclude, that our friends in 
Spain will be much more likely to despair 
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now than they would have been if Lord 
Wellington had been driven back from Ro- 
drigo. The Regent has been advised 
to tell us that the Southern Provinces of 
Spain have been delivered from the arms of 
France. To deliver means, generally, to 
set free from; but, it means further, that 
the party delivered is placed beyond. dan- 
ger of being again placed in thraldom for 
the same cause, It, therefore, appears to 
me, that this phrase is not a proper one, 
The Southern Provinces ef Spain have, in- 
deed, been evacuated by the French for the 
moment, but they have not been delivered 
from the arms of France, under which 
arms they may fall in a month or two; 
and, perhaps, have already fallen. The 
Prince, in speaking of the sacrifices which 
the French have been obliged to make, 
should not, it appears to me, have omitted 
to express some sentiment or other respect- 
ing eur sacrifices during the campaign, 
The French official report, after a pretty 
ample detail of the-several actions which 
took place from the time that Lord Wel- 
lington began to retreat, says, that we lost 
seven thousand men in those actions. The 
Courier news-paper says, that this is an ex- 
aggeration. It may be so; but I think 
that there can be no doubt at afl of our 
loss having been very considerable; toa 
much greater extent, at any rate, than we 
can immediately supply the place of by 
troops sent from home. Of this fact the 
Spaniards are well aware, and they are 
aware also of the circumstance of Napoleon 
being now engaged in a war in the North 
of Europe. If, they will say, the English 
are unable to keep Madrid now, how are 
we to hope, that they will be able to expel 
the French from Spain when the Frencli 
army shall, from whatever cause, have 
returned from the North? This is the 
question which all our adherents in Spain 
will put to themselves; and I should like 
to hear what answer could be given to it. 
In short, every view that I take of the mat- 
ter, terminates in the conclusion, that out 
cause in Spain and Portugal is more despe- 
rate now than it was a twelvemonth ago. 
The Speech talks of the resources aud 
exertions of the Spanish nation, seeming 
to take it for granted, that all the people o! 
Spain; that, not only the armies raised 
amongst the Spaniards, and armed and 
commanded by the government at Cadiz: 
that not only all these are on our side, bt! 
that the whole of the people are also on 
side, and that they abhor the French.—— 
Reader; ‘most thinking” reader! 
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you know, that there are eleven millions 
of these people? And do you consider, 
that out of eleven millions, there ought to 
be about two millions of men capable of 
bearing arms? Do you consider, besides, 
that the French, even at this time, are re- 
presented as having only about a hundred 
thousand men in Spain? And do you not 
wonder, then; do you not marvel; do you 
not think it passing strange, that these hun- 
dred thousand Frenchmen are able to keep 
possession of the greater part of Spain, in 
spite of two millions of men able to bear 
arms, who hold them in abhorrence, and 
who are encouraged and abetted by all those 
who are not capable of bearing arms; are 
you not wonder-stricken, that these hun- 
dred thousand Frenchmen, having opposed 
to iuem a population of eleven millions, 
with a prodigiously large Spanish army, 
together with all the forces that we are able 
to send, not excepting the King’s German 
Legion, are you not posed and puzzled be- 
yond description, to find out the reason, 
that these hundred thousand Frenchmen, 
with all these forces opposed to them, have 
not been made into crow’s meat long enough 
ago? ** Most thinking’’ reader, do not 
puzzle yourself, do not pose yourself any 
longer about the matter; but say with me, 
that, there never was, in this world, a na- 
tion of eleven millions of people that suf- 
fered the army of any enemy, however nu- 
merous, to remain for four years in the 
country, if that nation were heartily dis- 
posed to drive them out. Being of this 
opinion, I see with no pleasure that part of 
the Speech which too clearly points at fur- 
ther and larger demands upon us for the 
carrying on of the war in Spain. I was in 
hopes, that the Speech would have inform- 
ed us of intentions on the part of the Regent 
seriously to set about the work of Peace, 
for which the present circumstances, though 
less fayourable than when Napoleon last 
tendered the olive branch, are by no means 
unfavourable. We are told that he is in 
imminent danger in the North; that he is 
in a state of great peril; and, indeed, the 
Regent himself has been advised to tell us, 
that the enemy’s presumptuous expectations 
have been signally disappointed in Russia. 
This, then, seems to me to be the moment 
for proposing Peace, that is to say, if Peace 
is ever again to be proposed. But instead 
of this being the case ; instead of telling us 
of endeavours to convert our own victories 
and the efforts of Russia into the means of 
soci, us some little abatement of our 
urdens, we are told of fresh assistance 
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wanted from us, and for what? Why, 
for no definite object ; not for the obtaining 
of Peace; not in defence of any English 
territory attacked; not in support of an 
English right called in question; but in 
support of the GREAT CONTEST! 
And what is this great contest? Why, we 
are told, that it is the contest, ‘* which has 
“first given to the Continent of Europe 
‘ the example of persevering and success- 
* ful resistance to the power of France, 
** and on which not only the independence 
‘© of the nations of the Peninsula, but the 
‘ best interest of His Majesty’s dominions 
** essentially depend.”’ This is all mat- 
ter of opinion, as far as relates to the best 
interests of His Majesty’s dominions; and 
my opinion is, that those interests would 
be much better served by a Peace, in which 
Spain should be left in the hands of the 
Buonapartés, as it formerly was in the 
hands of the Bourbons, than by any exer- 
tions that we are able to make for effecting 
that which we are pleased to call the de- 
liverance of Spain. And, as to the * ex- 
‘Sample!’ The example! The example, 
which Spain has set to the Continent ot 
Europe, what, to come to plain facts, is 
that example? Why, it is this, the ex- 
ample of eleven millions of people suffering 
a French army to remain in possession of 
their Country for four years; seeing thein 
in possession of the Capital of their Coun- 
try at this moment, and of four-fifths of its 
Provinces; though that eleven millions of 
people have been supplied from England 
with arms and ammunition sufficient for the 
equipping and providing of an army of six 
thousand men; though that eleven millions 
of people have constantly had the assist- 
ance of a powerful English fleet, and of an 
English army, consisting of, perhaps, sixty 
thousand men; this is the example, which 
the contest in the Peninsula presents to the 
Continent of Europe! This is the example 
of ** successful resistance to the power of 
‘¢ France,” in consequence of which suc- 
cess, and for the sake of giving effect to 
which example, His Royal Highness the 
Regent calls upon the Parliament for assist- 
ance in supportof the GREAT CONTEST 
out of which this precious example has 
arisen ! The Speech then goes on, ac- 
cording to the report of it that has appeared 
in the news-papers, to speak of the affairs 
of Sweden and Russid in the following 
terms : | 
‘*T have great pleasure in communicat- 
‘ing to you, that the relations of peace 
‘and friendship have been restored be- 
Z2 
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71%) POLITICAL REGISI 
‘© tween His Majesty and the Courts of St. 
¢¢ Petersburgh and Stockholm. I have 
‘¢ directed copies of the Treaties to be laid 
** before you. In a contest for his own 
** rights and for the independence of his 
¢¢ dominions, the Emperor of Russia has 
‘¢ had to oppose a large proportion of the 
‘6 military resources of the French Govern- 
** ment, assisted by its Allies and tributary 
*¢ States dependent upon it. The resistance 
6 which he has opposed to so formidable a 
“‘ combination cannot fail to excite senti- 
‘© ments of tasling admiration. By his 
** own magnanimity and perseverance, by 
‘¢ the zeal and disinterestedness of all ranks 
‘* of his subjects, and by the gallantry, 
‘* firmness, and intrepidity of his forces, 
66 the presumptuous expectations of the 
“© enemy have been signally disappointed, 
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unfortunate and infamous to Sweden if he 
were suffered to remain. These gentle. 
men, these hirelings, these vile traders in 
politics, will now lose no time in disco- 
vering, that the man, whom they repre- 
sented as a Monster, is now a very worthy 
gentleman, and they will bear in mind, 
that to call him names now, would sub- 
ject them -to a pretty fair chance of a so- 


journing in Newgate or in Lincoln jail. I 


told them of this at the time that they were 
treating him with such scandalous abuse; 
I told them that I should see the day when 
they would not dare to speak of my old 
brother Serjeant with disrespect. My pre- 
diction is already verified. I dare them 
to repeat what they said of him two years 
ago. This treaty, these relations of Peace 
and friendship, which His Royal Highness 





‘¢ The enthusiasm of the Russian nation has 
** increased with the difficulties of the con- 
*‘ test, and the dangers with which it is 
** surrounded. They have submitted to 
‘6 sacrifices without an example in the his- 
** tory of civilized nations; and I entertain 
**a confident hope, that the determined 
*¢ berseverance of his Imperial Majesty will 
** be crowned with ulfimale success; and 
** the contest in its result have the effect 
*¢ of establishing, upon a foundation never 
** to be shaken, the independence and se- 
** curity of the Russian empire. ——The 
** proof of confidence 1 have received in the 
** measure of sending the Russian fleet to 
** the ports of this country, is iv the highest 
** degree gratifying ; and His Imperial Ma- 
** jyesty may most fully rely on my fixed 
** delerminalion lo afford him my most cor- 
** dial support in the great contest in which 
** he is engaged.” 

In the pleasure which His Royal Highness 
appears to feel at the conclusion of Peace 
with Sweden I amply participate ; because 
in forming connexions of peace and friend- 
ship with that Country, His Royal High- 
ness has been graciously pleased virtually 





to acknowledge the CROWN PRINCE of 


Sweden in that capacity; and has therein 
done an act which effectually removes all 
our apprehensions, founded on the doctrine 
sometimes promulgated respecting the 
usurpations of Buonaparte and of those 
who have been elevated by him. ‘The 
only persons, who will feel mortified upon 
this occasion, are those, who, about two 
years ago so vilified Bernadotte; who 
called him, a Serjeant of Sans-Culottes ; 
who expressed their hope, their base and 
cowardly hope, that the Swedes would cut 
his throut ; and who predicted every thing 


| has been graciously pleased to establish be- 
_ tween our King and a Crown, the successor 
to which was once, and not long ago, a 
Serjeant, and, of course, once a private 
Soldier, delights me to the heart. It 
pleases me much more than the. treaty 
formed with Russia; and it does so because 
I think that it tends more to the good, not 
only of the people of England, but of man- 
kind in general. It says, in language 
which nothing can resist, that great talents 
and great virtues are not to be borne down 
by either pride or intrigue. Very dif- 
ferent indeed are my feelings with respect 
to what His Royal Highness. has been 
pleased to say im regard to the war in 
Russia. And, I can hardly believe my 
eyes, when I read that the Regent has told 
the parliament that the resistance which 
has been made to the French in Russia, 
‘ cannot fail to excite sentiments of Lasting 
© admiration.’ So far am I from enter- 
taining such sentiments, that I am really 
afraid to express the sentiments that I en- 
| tertain upon the subject; and I am surt 
| the reader will agree with me in expressing 
/an anxious hope, that such a resistance 3% 
|the Russians have made to the Frencl 
| would not content His Royal Highness i! 
| the case of an invasion of England ; thi 
Englaud, in such a case, would not be 
defended as Russia has been defended: 
that it would not be defended by layins 
waste the country and setting fire to tt 
Capital ; that the ** enthusiasm’’ of Ent 
lish people would be shown by rushing" 
the field to meet the enemy, and not by t# 
_ burning of houses; that the sort of * 5” 
‘* crifices” which Englishmen would ® 
disposed to make, would be that of the’ 
own lives, in defence of their wives, thé 
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children, their aged parents, the: blind, | Russians who had fought against him; and 
the lame, the bed-ridden, the women in | he has seen the Russian fleet sent off to the 


child-birth, and the wounded Soldier who 
had before fought their battles; and not! 
and not the sacrifice of the lives of ull these 


to their own personal safety, or out of re- 


venge against those whom they had not 
resisted in the field. His Royal High- 
ness has better means than I have of know- 
ing to what extent the Czar will persevere, 
and of guessing upon the probability of his 
efforts being crowned with ultimate suc- 
cess. He also is more likely to be well 
acquainted with the ‘* zeal and disinterest- 
‘© edness of all ranks of the Czar’s sub- 
** jects, and with the gallantry, firmness, 
** and intrepidity of his forces ;’’ but, 1 
must confess, that, with my limited means 
of judging, I cannot help believing, that 
the circumstance of the Russian fleet being 





ports of England; if his expectations ex- 
iended further, they must have been inor- 
dinate indeed. ——Whiat ,should we say, 
if, upon the prospect of an invasion from 
France, or if, upon an actual invasion, by 
the French in Ireland, the government 
were to send off the fleet to Portugal, for 
instance? What should we say? Let us 
have no shufHing ; no ifs, and ands, and 
buls;. but let us have a plaiu, a simple 


| answer to the question; and, whoever does 
give such an answer, will confess, that we 


sent.te the ports of this Country, though it | 
may be, as the Regent says it is, a proof, would it be very flattering to his national 
of the Czar’s confidence, highly gratifying | pride, to be informed, that the sovereign 


to His Royal Highness, is no very good 


proof of the Czar’s confidence in either his | 


people or his army; or, at least, that it is 


no very good proof of his confidence in his | 


| 


meaus of defence against Buonaparte ; for. 
if he had such confidence; if he could 
safely rely upon his people and his army 
for the defence of his dominions; if he. 
were in no apprehension that his domini- | 


ens would finally fall into the hands of the 
enemy, why, in the name of common 


sense, should he think of sending his fleet | 





to the ports of this country ? Let those 
who differ from me in opinion answer this 
question. Nor can J agree with the 
Speech, that the expectations of the enemy 
in Russia have been proved to have been 
presumptuous, or-that they have been sig- 
nally disappointed. What could an in- 
vader hope to do, in so short a space of 
time, more than to march six hundred miles 
through an empire and take possession of 
its Capital? That Capital was burnt, and, 
as our news-writers have asserted, by order 
of the Czar himself. Even they, I sup- 
pose, will allow, that nothing short of the 
most desperate circumstances could have 
Warranted such an act; and if the circum- 
Stances of the empire of Russia were ren- 
dered so desperate by the advance of the 
French, how could the invasion be called 
presumptuous? The invader has severed 
from the Empire of Russia four millions of 
its subjects. If he were to stop there, has 
his expectations been disappointed? He 
has seen the ancient Capital of Russia 
hurnt, and with it thirty thousand of those 











should say, that the government expected 
the French, or, at least, that they were 
in great fear that the French would become 
masters of the whole country, and that 


they themselves would be compelled to 


follow the fleet. And would it be very 
consoling to ihe heart of an Englishman ; 


of the country to whom our Heet was.sent 
had regarded it as a mark of great conli- 
dence in him on the part of our govern- 
ment ? The concluding part of the Re- 
gent’s Speech, as far as it relates to Russia, 
is rather obscure; but, I gather from it, 
that it will not be very long before we 
shall hear of some proposition for granting 
money to the Emperor of Russia. The 
Regent does, indeed,. say no more than 
that his Imperial Majesty may mast fully 
rely upon his most cordial support. But, 
in what way is he to yield him support ? 
Send an army he scarcely will attempt in 
the present state of the war in Spain; and 
as to sending him a fleet, that would be a 
strange proceeding indeed at the very mo- 
ment when the Czar is sending his own 
fleet away to England. In the history of 
all the wars in the world and of all the al- 
liances, an instance of such a proceeding is 
not to be found; except, indeed, some 
persons. should be inclined to discover an 
analogous case in the interchange of the 
English and Irish militias ! The next 
topic is that of Sicily. 

‘* I have the satisfaction further to ac- 








‘quaint you, that I have concluded a: 


‘¢ Treaty with His Sicilian Majesty, sup- 
‘s plementary to the Treaties of 1808 and 
‘* 1809. As soon as the Ratifications 
‘¢ shall have {been exchanged, I will direct 
‘© Copy of this Treaty to be laid betore 
** you. My object has been to provide 








‘‘ for the more extensive application of 
‘‘the military force of the Sicilian Go- 
““vernment to offeusive operations; @ 
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‘© measure which, combined with the libe- 
‘¢ ral and enlightened principles which 
‘¢ happily prevail in the Councils of His 
*¢ Sicilian Majesty, is calculated, I trust, 
“‘to augment his power, and resources, 
‘‘ and at the same time to render them 
‘* essentially serviceable to the common 
** cause.” 

Upon this subject I shall say nothing at 
present. A better opportunity will offer 
when the treaty here spoken of shall be 
made public. In the mean while, how- 
ever, I beg the reader to bear in mind, 
that this Island of Sicily is costing us an- 
nually an immense sum of money; and 
that, so far from its having contributed 
hitherto towards the resistance of France, 
it has required a large part of our own army 
to defend it. The American war fol- 
lows next. 

‘¢ The Deciaration of War by the Go- 
“‘ vernment of the United States of Ame- 
*¢ rica was made under circumstances 
‘““ which might have afforded a reasonable 
“< expectation that the amicable relations 
‘* between the two nations would not long 
‘« be interrupted. It is with sincere regret 
‘© that I am obliged to acquaint you, that 
** the conduct and pretensions of that Go- 
‘‘ vernment have hitherto prevented the 
“* conclusion of any pacific arrangement. 
” Their measures of hostility have 
“¢ been principally directed against the 
‘¢ adjoining British provinces, and every 
*¢ effort. has been made to seduce the inha- 
** bitants of them from their allegiance to 
** His Majeslty.——'The proofs, however, 
** which I have received of loyalty and at- 
** tachment from His Majesty’s subjects in 
‘* North America, are highly satisfactory. 
4 The attempts of the enemy to in- 
«¢ vade Upper Canada have not only proved 
‘‘ abortive, but, by the judicious ar- 
‘¢ rangements of the Governor-General, 
“f and by the- skill and decision with 
“(which the military operations have 
** been conducted, the forces of the enemy 
‘* assembled for that purpose in one quar- 
‘ter have been compelled to capitulate, 
‘and in another have been completely 
“+ defeated. My best efforts are not 
‘* wanting for the restoration of the rela- 
‘4 tions of peace and amity between the two 
** countries; but until this object can be 
‘* attained without sacrificing the maritime 
** rights of Great Britain, I shall rely 
‘© upon your cordial support in a vigorous 
‘¢ prosecution of the war.”’ 

-As to the causes of this war they have 


been so frequently, so amply, and so re- 
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cently discussed, that I shall not here 
trouble the reader with any inquiry re- 
specting them. But, as His Royal High- 
ness is graciously pleased to tell us, that 
his best efforts are employed for the re- 
storation of peace with America, and to 
add that he asks for support in the war 
only upon the ground of his not being able 
to make Peace ‘* withont sacrificing the 
‘© maritime rights of Great Britain,” } 
cannot help observing, that I know of no 
maritime right that Great Britain has ever 
before contended for, and that the Ame- 
ricans call upon us to sacrifice. We have 
heard much talking about these maritime 
rights; but 1 have never yet heard one 
man clearly state what he means by them. 
The American government say that we 
have no right to stop their vessels at sea, 
and to take people out of them; and I say, 
that this is a right that Great Britain never 
before contended for, and I defy any man 
to show that any neutral nation in the 
world ever submitted to such a practice, 
or that such a practice was ever before at- 
tempted. If there be any of the settled 
maritime rights of England which the 
Americans wish us to sacrifice, why are 
they not named? It may be necessary; I 
do not say, that circumstances may never 
arise, to justify a government in doing that 
which no established practice or principle 
warrants ; but then, let it be avowed; let 
us know what it is we are contending for. 
I wish to see the rights for which we con- 
tend explicitly stated, and, then we might 
enter upon the discussion with some pros- 
pect of arriving at the truth. His Roy- 
al Highness complains of attempts at * se- 
‘* duction,’’ on the part of the Americans. 
This phrase, with due submission, is 
badly chosen. It was not an attempt at se- 
duction, which implies something secret or 
underhanded ; whereas that’ which the 
Yankees did was open and in the face of 
day ; it was an act of war; it was by open 
proclamation after a declaration ef war; 
it was an invitation, but no attempt at se- 
duction. The term seduction is properly 
applied, when a government is base enough, 
while at peace and in apparent amity with 
another, to endeavour, by the means of 
bribes or otherwise, to seduce the citizens 
or subjects of that other; an act of which none 
but the very vilest and most corrupt govern- 
ments, in the days of their decline,when, like 
old bawds, they resort to all sorts of quackery 
in order to prop up a ratten constitution a 
little longer, are ever guilty; an act, 
in short, which is never resorted-to but by 
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men who ought to make their exit from the 
gallows tree. I do not commend the in- 
vitation of the Americans; but, it is very 
different from acts. such as that which I 
have just been speaking of. The Cana- 
dians will not be gained over, I am sure, 
by invitations. Invitations will weigh 
very little with them. They will, in all 
likelihood, be influenced by their feelings. 
if they have a good government,. they will 
wish to keep it; and will, no doubt, fight 
in its defence. ——-The Speech concludes 
thus : 





«* Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

‘¢ | have ordered the estimates of the 
‘‘ ensuing year to be laid: before you, and 
«I entertain no doubt of your readiness 
‘¢ to furnish such supplies as. may enable 
“‘me to. provide for the great interests 
‘‘ committed to my charge, and. to afford 
‘¢the best prospect of. bringing the con- 
‘‘ test in which His Majesty is engaged to 
‘* a successful termination. 


** My Lords and Gentlemen, 

‘* The approaching expiration of the 
** Charter of the East India Company, 
“renders it necessary that I should call 
‘¢ your early attention to: the propriety of 
‘* providing effectually for the future Go- 
‘* vernment of the provinces of India. 
“In considering the variety of interests 
“© which are connected with this important 
*¢ subject, I rely on your wisdom for mak- 
*¢ ing such arrangements as may best pro- 
** mote the prosperity of the British pos- 
** sessions in that quarter, and at the same 
** time secure the greatest advantages to 
** the commerce and revenue of His Ma- 
“iesty’s dominions. I have derived 
‘¢ sreat satisfaction from the success of the 
*¢ measures which have been adopted for 








‘S subordination which had appeared in 
*¢ some parts of the country, and from the 
** disposition which has been manifested to 
“take advantage of the indemnity held 
‘* out to the deluded by the wisdom and 
** benevolence of Parliament. I trust 
‘¢¥ shall never have occasion to lament 





** the recurrence of atrocities so repugnant | 


*Sto the British character, and that all 
‘* His Majesty’s subjects will be impressed 
‘‘ with the conviction, that the happiness 
** of individuals, and the welfare of the 
‘‘ State equally depend upon strict obe- 
‘6 dience to the laws, and an attachment 
** to our excellent Constitution. In the 


“+ loyalty of His Majesty's people, and in 





‘¢ the wisdom of Parliament, I have reason 
*©to place the fullest confidence. The 
*¢ same firmmess and perseverance which 
*¢ have been manifested on so many and 
** such trying occasions will not, I am 
** persuaded, be wanting, at a time when 
*¢ the eyes of all Europe, and of the world, 
** are fixed upon you. I can assure you, 
*¢ that in the exercise of the great trust re- 
** posed in me, I have no sentiment so 
** near my heart as the desire to promote, 
‘< by every means in my power, the real 
** prosperity, and lasting happiness of His 
*¢ Majesty’s subjects.” 


As to the East India Company, it is of 
no consequence to the people of England 
what is done respecting it. That, at any 
rate, is my opinion. The Company and 
the Treasury and the Bank will all go on 
together; and, I believe, I may add, the 
War. There are two points in the 
Speech of which I must express my de- 
cided approbation; or, if I may be allow- 
ed the expression, there are two points 
which are not in it, which E very much 
admire. I mean the omission of two to- 
pics: to wit: the boasting about our flou- 
rishing finances ;. and the appeal to Divine 
Providence. ‘These omissions are a won- 
derful improvement, and I heartily con- 
gratulate His Royal Highness and the 
country thereon. 





Ww. COBBETT, 
Botley, 2d Dec. 1812. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 





LonDon GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY. 
COLONIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Downing Street, Nov. 27, 1812. 
Captain Fulton, Aid-de-camp to Lieu- 
tenant-general Sir G. Prevost, arrived late 
last night, with a dispatch from. that offi- 
cer, addressed to Earl Bathurst, one of his 
Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, of 
which the following is a copy :— 


Head-quarters, Montreal, Oct, 21, 1812, 

My Lorp,—B have the satisfaction of 
reporting to. your Lordship, that His Ma- 
jesty’s forces, aided by the militia aud In- 
dians stationed on the Niagara frontier, have 
completely repelled a second attempt of the 
enemy to invade Upper Canada, and that 
a victory has been gained which has left 
_in our possession nine hundred of the Ame- 


rican army, and theis commander Brigadier- 
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Gen. Wadsworth, who surrendered him- 
self on the field of battle to Major-General 
Sheaffe. His Majesty and the country have 
to deplore the loss of an able and most gal- 
Jant officer in Major General Brock, who 
feil early in the battle, at the head of the 
flank companies of the 49th regiment, while 
nobly encouraging them to sustain their 
position, in opposition to an infinitely su- 
yerior force, until the rejnforcements he 
had ordered to advance to their support 
should arrive. For further particulars of 
this splendid affair, I beg leave to refer 
your Lordship to Major-General Sheaffe’s 
report, herewith transmitted. I also trans- 
mita general order [ have just issued to the 
forces in the British American provinces 
on the occasion of this important success, 
as it contains & statement of the services 
rendered by all who had the good fortune 
to maintain on that day the fame of His 
Majesty's arms, and to convince our de- 
Juded neighbours that their superiority in 
numbers cannot intimidate His Majesty’s 
army,nor shake the fidelity of his Canadian 
subjects. Not having received the re- 
turn ofthe killed and wounded on the 13th, 
nor that of the ordnance and stores captured 
from the enemy, I am under the necessity 
of deferring sending them to your Lord- 
ship until the next opportunity, when | 
also expect to forward the colours taken 
from the Americans, to be laid at the feet 
of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 
Captain Fulton, my Aid-de camp, 
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will have the honour of delivering this | 


dispatch to your Lordship. He is. very 
capable of affording such’ information as 
your Lordship may require respecting the 
stateof His Majesty’s Canadian provinces. 


-———Eight companies of the Glengary levy. 


are in motion to reinforce Upper Canada. 
I have the honour to be, &c, 

' (Signed ) GEO. PREVOST, 

Commander of the Forces. 


Fort George, Oct. 13, 1812. 

Sir,—I have the honour of informing 
your Excellency, that the enemy made an 
attack with a considerable force this morn- 
ing before daylight, on the position of 
Queenstown. On receiving intelligence of 
it, Major-General Brock immediately pro- 
ceeded to that post, and I am excessively 
grieved in havingto add, that he fell whilst 
gallantly cheering his troops to an exertion 
for majntaining it. With him, the posi- 
‘ lost; but the enemy was not allow- 

digit long. Reinforcements hav- 
NFAp from this post, composed 





ie Tbe 
4? aye 








[720 


of regular troops, militia, and Indians, a 
movement was made to turn his left, while 
some artillery, under the able direction of 
Captaiu Holcroft, supported by a body of 
infantry, engaged his attention in front, 
This operation was aided, too, by the judi- 
cious position which Norton, and the In- 
dians with him, had taken on the woody 
brow of the high ground above Queens- 
town. A communication being thus opened 
with Chipawa, a junction was formed with 
succours that had been ordered from that 
post. The enemy was then attacked, .and, 
after a short but spirited conflict, was com- 
pletely defeated. I had the satisfaction of 
receiving the sword of their commander, 
Brigadier-General Wadsworth, on the field 
of battle; and many officers, with upwards 
of nine hundred men, were made prisoners, 
and more may yet be expected. A stand 
of colours and one six-pounder were also 
taken. The action did not terminate till 
nearly three o’clock in the afternoon, and 
their loss in killed and wounded must have 
been considerable. Our’s I believe to have 
been comparatively small in numbers; no 
officer was killed besides Major-General! 
Brock, one of the most gallant and zealous 
officers in His Majesty’s service, whose loss 
cannot be too much deplored, .and Lieute- 
nant-Colonel M‘Donnell, Provincial Aid- 
de-camp, whose gallantry and merit. ren- 
dered him worthy of his chief. Cap- 
tains Dennis and Williams, commanding 





| the flank companies of the 49th regiment, 


which were stationed at Queenstown, were 
wounded, bravely contending, at the head 
of their men, against superior numbers; 
but I am glad to have it in my power to 
add, that Capt. Dennis fortunately was 
able to keep the field, though with pain 
and difficulty: and Captain Williams’s 
wound is not likely to deprive me long of 
his services. I am particularly indebted 
to Captain Holcroft, of the Royal Artille- 
ry, for his judicious and skilful co-opera- 
tion with the guns and howitzers under his 
immediate superintendence, the well-di- 
rected fire from which contributed materi- 
ally to the fortunate result of the day. 
Captain Derenzy, of the 41st regiment, 
brought up the reinforcements of that corps 
from Fort George; and Captain Bullock 
led that of the same regiment from Chipa- 
wa; and under their command those de- 
tachments acquitted themselves in such a 
manner as to sustain the reputation which 
the 41st regiment had already acquired in 
the vicinity of Detroit. Major-General 
Brock, soon after his arrival at Queens- 
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town, had sent down orders for battering 
the American Fort Niagara; Brigade-Ma- 
jor Evans, who was left in charge of Fort 
George, directed the operations against it 
with so much effect as to silence its fire, 
and to force the troops to abandon it; and 
by his prudent precautions he prevented 
mischief of a most serious nature, which 
etherwise might have been effected, the 
enemy having used heated shot in fring at 
Fort George. In these services he was 
most effectually aided by Col. Claus (who 
remained: in the’ Fort at my desire), and 
by Captain Vigoreux, of the Royal Engi- 
neers. Brigade-Major Evans also mentions 
the conduct of Capt. Powell and Cameron, 
of the militia artillery,in terms of commenda- 
tion. Lieut. Crowther of the 41st regiment, 
had charge of two three-pounders that had 
accompanied the movement of our little 
corps, and they were employed with very 
good effect. Captain Glegg, of the 49th 
regiment, Aid-de-camp te our lamented 
friend and General, afforded me most es- 
sential assistance; and I found the services 
of Lieutenant Fowler, of the 41st regi- 
ment, Assistant Deputy Quarter Master 
General, very useful. I derived much aid, 
too, from the activity and intelligence of 
Lieutenant Kerr, of the Glengary fencibles, 
whom I employed in communications with 
the Indians, and other flanking parties. 1 
was ‘unfortunately deprived of the aid of 
the experience and ability of Lieutenant 
Colonel Myers, Deputy Quarter Master 
General, who had been sent up to Fort 
Erie, a few days before, on duty which de- 
tained him there. Lieutenant Colonels But- 
ler and Clark, of the militia, and Captains 
Hatt, Durand, Rowe, Applegarth, James 
Crooks, Cooper, Robt. Hamilton, M‘Ewen, 
and Duncan Cameron, and Lieutenants Ri- 
chardson and Thomas Butler, commanding 
Hank companies of the Lincoln and York 
militia, led their men into action with great 
spirit. Major Merritt, commanding the 
Niagara dragoons, accompanied me, and 
gave me much assistance with part of his 
corps. Captain A. Hamilton, belonging to 
it, was disabled from riding, and attached 
himself to the guns under Captain Holcroft, 
who speaks highly of his activity and use- 
fulness. I beg leave to add, that Volun- 
teers Shaw, Thomson, and Jarvis, attached 
to the flank companies of the 49th regiment, 
conducted themselves with great spirit ; 
the first was wounded, and the last taken 
prisoner: I beg leave to recommend these 
young men to your Excellency’s notice, 
Norton is wounded, but not badly: he 
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and the Indians particularly distinguished 
themselves; and I have very great satisfac- 
tion in assuring your Excellency, that the 
spirit and good conduct of His Majesty’s 
troops, of the militia, and of the other pro- 
vincial corps, were eminently conspicuous 
on this occasion.—I have not been able to 
ascertain yet the number of our troops, or 
of those of the enemy engaged: our’s, I 
believe, did not exceed the number of the 
prisoners we have taken; and their advance, 
which effected a landing, probably amounted 
to thirteen or fourteen hundred. I shall 
do myself the honour of transmitting to 
your Excellency further details when I shall 
have received the several reports of the oc- 
currences which did not. pass under my 
own observation, with the return of the 
casualties, and these of the killed and 
wounded, and of the ordnance taken, [ 
have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) R.H.SHearre, Major.Gen, 


To His Excellency Sir Geo. Prevost, Bart. 


’ 


Adjutant-General’s Office, Head-quarters, 
Montreal, 2ist Oct, 1812. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 

His Excellency the Commander of the 
Forces has received an official report from 
Major-General Sheaffe, of the brilliant 
victory achieved on the 13th instant, by a 
portion of the troops under his command, 
over -a division of theenemy’s army, which 
effected a landing at Queenstown under 
cover of thenight. That post was never- 
theless defended with undaunted gallantry 
by the two flank companies of the 49th 
regiment, animated by the presence of their 
gallant and ever-to-be-lamented chief, 
Major-General Brock, whose valuable life 
was on this occasion devoted to his coun- 
try’s service, Those companies displayed 
exemplary discipline and spirit, although 
the Captains of both were wounded ; and 
succeeded in keeping the enemy in check, 
until the arrival of Major-General Sheaffe 
with reinforcements. The disposition 
of the forces aud plan of attack adopted by 
Major-General Sheaffe, cannot -receive a 
higher or more just praise than by stating 
that nine hundred prisoners of war, under 
the command of Brigadier-General Wads- 
worth, surrendered their arms to a force 
inferior in numbers, and without sustaining 
any considerable loss on our part. ——A 
six-pounder and a stand of colours have 
been taken from the enemy. Major- 
General Sheaffe’s report of the zeal and un-. 
daunted gallantry that animated every ofli- 
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cer and soldier of his army, affords the 
Commanders of the Forcesthe most heart- 
felt satisfaction, and will be a most grati- 
fying duty to his Excellency to bring before 
the notice of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent. Lieutenant - Colonel Myers, 
Deputy Quarter-Master-General, was sta- 
tioned in charge of Fort Erie, and suc- 
ceeded in completely silencing the fire of 
the enemy, drove a detachment from the 
encampment near the Black Rock, and 
destroyed a barrack in which was a consi- 
derable depot of ammunition. Its explo- 
sion must have killed many. The Caledo- 
nia, lately captured by the enemy, was 
destroyed at her moorings. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Myers speaks highly of the disci- 
pline of the detachment of the 49th regi- 
ment under Major Ormsby, and of the 
skill and spirit with which the guns were 
served under Captain Kirby and Lieutenant 
Bryson, of the militias.——FEssential ser- 
vice was rendered by Brigade- Major Evans, 
left in charge of Fort George: a well-di- 
rected fire from that work succeeded in si- 
lencing the enemy’s batteries on the oppo- 
site side, Captain Vigoureux, Royal En- 
gineers, Colonel Claus, and Captains 
Powell and Cameron of the militia, were 
zealous and indefatigable in their exertions, 
particularly in extinguishing fires which 
broke out in the Court-house and’ other 
places from red-shot fired by the enemy. 
Captains Dennis and Williams, of the 
flank companies of the 49th regiment, have 
particularly distinguished themselves; the 
former officer retained the command of his 
company of grenadiers to the end of the 
conflict, though suffering severely from his 
wound. To Captain Holcroft, of the 
royal artillery, the highest praise is due 
for his successful and judicious co-opera- 
tion. The well-directed fire of the artillery, 
militia as well as regulars, is the best proof 
of the indefatigable zeal and talents of that 
officer. Major Merritt, commanding the 
Niagara drageons, accompanied and ren- 
dered essential assistance with part of his 
corps. Captain A. Hamilton, belonging 
to it, was disabled from riding, and at- 
tached himself to the guns under Captain 
Holcroft, who speaks highly of his activity 
and usefulness. Lieutenant Crowther, 
41st regiment, had charge of two field- 
ieces, which were employed with good ef- 
Bect. Captains Derinzy and Bullock are 
represented to have maintained the high re- 
putation of the 41st regiment, in the de- 
tachment under their respective commands. 
~——- Major-General Sheaffe reports having 
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received essential service from’ Captain 
Glegg, the Aid-de-Camp to Major-Gene- 
ral Brock; Lieutenant Fowler, 41st regi. 
ment, Deputy Assistant-Quarter-Master- 
General; and Lieutenant Ker, of the Glen- 
gary light-infantry fencibles, employed 
with the flanking party of Indians. The 
eminent services and talents of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Macdonnel, Provincial Aid-de- 
camp and Attorney-General of the Pro- 
vince, are recorded by the most honour- 
able testimony of the gallant General, whose 
steps he followed during his short but glo- 
rious career, nor quitted him in death_—— 
Volunteers Shaw, Thompson, and Jarvis, 
attached to the Hank companies of the 49th 
regiment, conducted themselves with great 
spirit: the first was wounded, and the 
last taken prisoner. The Major-General 
particularly mentions the services of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Butler and Clark,. of the 
Militia; and Captains Hatt, Durand, 
Rowe, Applegarth, James Crooks, Cooper, 








| Robert Hamilton, M‘Ewen, and Duncan 


Cameron, and Lieutenants Richardson and 
Thomas Butler, commanding flank compa- 
nies of the Lincoln and York militia, who 
led their men into action with great spirit, 
The Major-General reports the con- 
duct of the Indians employed on this oc- 
casion as meriting the highest praise for 
their good order and spirit, and particu- 








wounded. Several gentlemen volunteer- 
ed their services in the field, and shared in 
the honour of the day. Mr. Clinch and 
Mr. Wilcox were of the number, and the 
Major-General witnessed the zealous con- 
duct of many others not named in this re- 
port.——Major-General Sheaffe had hu- 
manely consented to a cessation of offensive 
hostility, on the solicitation of Major-Ge- 
neral Van Ranseller,*for the purpose of 
allowing the Americans to remove the bo» 
dies of the slain and wounded. 


G. O. 

Major-General Roger Hale Sheaffe is 
appointed to the command of the troops in 
the Upper Province, and to administer the 
civil government of the same. 


Enwarp Baynes, Adjutant-Ceneral. 





._Lonvon GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY. 
War Department. 


Downing-Street, Dec. 3. 
Dispatches, of which the following are 
, Extracts, were received last night by Ear! 





larly names the Chief, Norton, who was. 
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Bathurst, addressed to his Lordship by the | some platoons ef the fourth hussars to 
Marquis of Wellington. charge the advanced troops. Four or 


Pitiegua, Nov. 7, 1812. 
The enemy repaired the bridge at Toro 
at a much earlier period than I expected. 
I therefore desired Sir Rowland Hill to 
continue his march by Fontiveres upon 
Alba de Tormes, and as soon as I found 
that he was sufficiently forward, I broke 
up yesterday morning from the position 
which I had held in front of Tordesillas 
since the 30th of last month, and J am in 
march towards the heights of St. Chris- 
toval, in front of Salamanca. The 
enemy has not pressed at all upon the rear 
of the troops under Lieut.-General Sir R. 
Hill, nor have those on the Douro follow- 
ed the march of the troops under my com- 
mand: I conclude that the two corps will 
unite, which, in consequence of the situa- 

tion of the Douro, I could not prevent. 





Ciudad Rodrigo, Nov. 19. 

The troops under the command of Lieut.- 
General Sir R. Hill crossed the Tormes, at 
Alba, on the 8th inst., and those under 
my command took their position on the 
heights of St. Christoval de la Cuesta on 
the same day; Brig.-General Pack’s bri- 
gade occupying Aldea Lengua, and Brig.- 
General Bradford’s Cabrerizos on the 
right; and the British cavalry covering 
our front. I had desired .Lieut.-General 
Sir R. Hill to occupy the town and castle 
of Alba, with: Major-General Howard’s 
brigade of the 2d division, leaving Lieut.- 
General Hamilton’s. Portuguese division on 
the left of the Tormes, to support those 
troops; while the 2d division was posted 
in the neighbourhood of the fords of En- 
cinas and Huerta; and the 3d and 4th 
divisions remained at Calvarassa de Ariba 
in reserve, 

On the 9th the enemy drove in the pic- 
quets of Major-General Long’s brigade of 
cavalry, in front of Alba; and Major-Gen. 
Long was obliged to withdraw his troops 
through Alba on the morning of the 10th. 
In the course of the day, the enemy’s 

(To be continued, ) 





Extract of a Letter addressed to His Excel- 
lency the Duke de Feltre, Minister of 
War, by the Marshal Duke d’ Albufera. 

(Continued from page 702. / 
anxiously ‘desired to come to blows; but 
these means did-not succeed. He ordered 


five discharges of cannon supported this 
movement, and two companies of the 7th 
voltigeurs advanced to support them; but 
they had not a single trigger to pull, The 
hussars charged the cavalry in the midst 
of the infantry in the gardens, ravines, anc. 
behind the houses, killed some 50 men, 
and brought back 30 prisoners, of which 
two were officers, an English Captain and 
Lieutenant ; they likewise tock from 15 to 
20 horses. The General of Division 
Harispe, satished with having shewn the 
fine disposition of his troops, took, in open 
day, the road to his positions, slept at 
Monforte, still ready to receive battle, but 
he was .not followed; he has returned ta 
the camp of the 2d division. 





ALBUFERA, 


MINISTER OF WAR. 


Extract of a Lelter from Burgos, of 22d 
Oct. to the Minister of War, from Gen, 
Souham, Gommandant, ad’ Interim, of 
the Army of Portugal. 


Faris, Nov. 4. 

Monseigneur,—I have the honour to in- 
form your Excellency, that the English 
have raised the siege of Burgos, and march- 
ed in the direction of Aranda, Valladolid, 
and Palencia, at nine in the evening ; they 
have left their sick in the hospitals of 
Burgos. I set out in pursuit of them 
very early this morning; I hope to be able 
to overtake them, and oblige them to fight, 
or, at least, to do much injury to their 


rear guard. 





Count SouHAM. 


(Signed) 


P.S. I should inform your Excellency, 
that since the 20th, I have been in a 
position before the English army, I have 
every day had engagements with it, and 
never ceased to harass and cause it great 
loss since that period. 


Paris, Nov. 4.—On the 16th of last 
month, His Catholic Majesty set out from 
Valencia to march to Madrid, at the head 
of the Army of the Centre, and that of the 
South, commanded by the Duke of Dal- 
matia. Letters from Vittoria say, that 
the soldiers of the French army, on their 
entrance into Burgos, carried in triumph 
General Dubreton, who had so vigorously 
defended the Castle of Burgos against Wel- 
lington, in admiration of his fine de- 
fence. , | | 
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Copy of a Letter written to His Excellency 
the Duke de Feltre, Minister of War, by 
General Count Souham. 


Pancorbo, Oct. 15. 

Monseigiieur,—Being desirous to make 
known to the garrison of the fort of Burgos, 
that the army was at hand both to succour 
them, and thereby encourage them to con- 
tinue their fine defence, I, on the 13th of 
this month, ordered General Manoune to 
attack the English van-guard, by passing 
by Castil de Pednes Quintanavides, and to 
push them as far as Monastino. I like- 
wise gave orders to the General of Divi- 
sion, M. Foy, to carry by main force 
Poza, which is occupied by the troops of 
Castanos.——These attacks, which were 
combined, have both been equally success- 
ful. General Curto, Commander of the 
light cavalry, has received orders to move 
forward, before Vibena, on Roxa, to sup- 
port this movement, and be ready to act 
wherever needful. The result of these at- 
tacks have been advantageous for the army 
of Portugal. The enemy had 400 killed 
and wounded. We have taken from him 
140 prisoners, of which five are officers ; 
we have likewise taken a pair of colours, 
some baggage, and 20 horses. On-our 
side we had only four men killed and 26 
wounded, and lost some horses. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) 








Count SouHuAM. 


Extract of a Letter to His Excellency the 
Duc de Feltre, Minister at War, from 


General Count Caffarelli, Commander of 


the Army of the North. 


Briviesca, Oct. 21. 

Monseigneur,—Since yesterday we are 
in presence of each other—the army of Por- 
tugal occupies the heights of Monasteiro, 
and we can see the camps of the enemy. 
The two armies of Portugal and the North 
can be in line within twenty-four hours. 
Our cavalry is remarkably fine, the artil- 
lery is very numerous and in excellent 
condition. Yesterday afternoon we 
drove back all the advanced posts of the 
enemy. Our soldiers have shown a great 
deal of ardour, and the cannon should 
have been heard at the fort of Burgos, 
which still continues to make a most ob- 
stinate defence, and which, according to 
all reports, caused the enemy a loss of 
more than 4,000 men. It is asserted that 
the enemy having raised a battery of four 
24-pounders, they were immediately dis- 
mounted, one only excepted, but which is 
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no longer fired. The enemy have lost 
several officers of note, and in particular a 
Major Murray, of the 42d regiment (High- 
landers). I hope that the fort will soon 
be relieved, and I shall thén request of 
your €xcellency, in laying before you a 
journal of the siege, an honourable recom- 
pense for General Du Breton, and for the 
ofhcers and soldiers who have behaved 
themselves so valiantly. 
I have the honour to be, 
The General Count CA¥FFARELLI, 


Extract of a Letter from General Thie- 
bault, Chief Commandant at Vittoria. 


Vittoria, Oct. 23, 9 o' Clock Evening. 
Monseigneur,—The armies of Portugal 
and of the North entered Burgos yesterday, 
at six o’clock in the morning. Towards 
two o'clock in the evening, and after ex- 
changing several cannon shot, the enemy 
passed the ravine of Buniel, and is now in 
full retreat, which tend to prove that the 
armies of the South and of the Centre, are 
arriving. This movement naturally 
changes the whole situation of the North 
of Spain, and the parts of the armies of 
the North and of Portugal. 
I have the honour, &c. 





The Baron THIEBAULT. 





Twenty-fifth Bulletin of the French Grand 
Army. 


Noilskoe, Oct. 20.—AIl the sick who 
were in the hospitals of Moscow, left them 
on the 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th inst. for 
Mojaisk and Smolensko. The artillery 
caissons, the ammunition taken, a great 
quantity of curious things, and two tro- 
phies, were packed up and sent off on the 
15th. The army received orders to take 
biscuit for twenty days, and hold itself in 
readiness to march; in effect, the Emperor 
left Moscow on the 19th. The head-quar- 
ters were on the same day at Disna. On 
the one side, the Kremlin has been armed 








and fortified, and at the same time it has 





been mined, in order to blow it up. 
Some think the Emperor will march upon 
Toula and Kalouga, to pass the winter in 
these provinces, and occupy Moscow, by a 
garrison in the Kremlin. Others sup- 
pose the Emperor will blow up the Krem- 
lin, and burn the public establishments 
which remain, and that he will approach 
within a hundred leagues of Poland, to 
establish his winter-quarters in a friendly 





country, and near-to receive every thing: 
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which exists in the magazines of Dantzic, 
Kowno, Wilna, and Minsk, and recover 
from the fatigues of war; the latter ob- 
serve, that Moscow is distant from St. Pe- 
tersburgh 180 leagues of bad road, whilst 
Witepsk is only 130 from Petersburgh ; 
that from Moscow to Kiow is 218 leagues, 
whilst from Smolensko to Kiow it is but 112 
leagues; from whence they conclude, that 
Moscow is not a military position, or that 
Moscow possesses no longer political im- 
portance, since that town is burned and 
ruined for 100 years. The enemy shew- 
ed many Cossacks, who annoyed our ca- 
valry. The advanced guard of cavalry 
placed in advance of Veukovo, were sur- 
prized by a horde of Cossacks; they were 
inthe camp before they could mount on 
horseback. They took off General Sebas- 
tiani’s park of artillery, 100 baggage-wag- 
gons, and made about 100 prisoners. 
The King of Naples, mounted on horseback 
with the cuirassiers and carabineers, and 
perceiving a column of light infantry, of 
four battalions, which the enemy sent to 
support the Cossacks, he charged it, broke 
it, and cut it in pieces. General Dezi, 
Aid-de-Camp to the King, a brave officer, 
was killed in this charge, which honours 
the carabineers.—— The Vice-Roy has ar- 
rived at Fomenskoe. All the army is in 
march. Marshal the Duke of Treviso 
has remained at Moscow with a garrison. 
The weather is very fine, like that in 
France during October, perhaps a little 
warmer ; but on the first days of November 
we may expect colds. Every thing in- 
dicates we must think of winter-quarters, 
our cavalry particularly require it. The 
infantry refreshed themselves at Moscow, 
and are very well. 























Twenty-sixth Bulletin of the Grand Army. 


Borowsk, Oct, 22. 

After the battle of Moskwa, General Ku- 
tusow took a position a league’ in advance 
of Moscow; he established several redoubts 
to defend the town; he remained there till 
the last moment. On the 14th September, 
seeing the’ French army march towards 
him, he took his resolution, and evacuated 
the position, passing through Moscow. He 
crossed. through the city with his head- 
quarters at half past nine o’clock in the 
morning. Our advanced guard passed 
through it an hour after noon. The 
Commandant of the Russian rear guard re- 
quested to be allowed to defile in the city 
without firing; it was allowed him; but 
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in the Kremlin, the canaille, armed by the 
Governor, made a resistance, and were 
immediately dispersed. Ten thousand 
Russian soldiers were the next and follow- 
ing days collected in the city, into which 
they were brought by their thirst for plun- 
der; they were old and good soldiers ; they 
augmented the number of prisoners. 
On the 15th, 16th, and 17th of September, 
the Russian General commanding the rear- 
guard said, that they should fire no longer, 
that they ought to fight no more, and talk- 
ed much about-peace. He marched upon 
the road of Kolomna, and our advanced 
guard placed itself five leagues from Mosk- 
wa, upon the bridge of the Moskwa. 
During this time the Russian army left the 
Kolomna road, and took that of Kalouga, 
by cross roads. He thus made the half 
tour of the city at six leagues distance. —— 
The wind carried thither clouds of flame 
and smoke, &c, This march, according to 
the statements of the Russian Officers, was 
sombre and religious—consternation filled 
their souls; they assert, that Officers and 
soldiers were so penetrated, that the most 
profound silence reigned throughout all the 
army, as during prayers. We quickly 
perceived the enemy’s march. The Duke 
of Istria marched to Disna, with a corps 
of observation. The King of Naples, at 
first, followed the enemy upon Podol, and 
afterwards marched upon their rear, threat- 
ening to cut them off from the Kalouga 
road. Although the King only had with 
him the advanced guard, the enemy only 
allowed themselves time to evacuate the en- 
trenchments they had constructed, and 
marched six leagues in the rear, after a 
glorious battle for the advanced guard. 
Prince Poniatowski took a position behind 
the Nara, at the confluence of Isha. 
General Lauriston having, on the 5th Oc- 
tober, gone to the Russian head-quarters, 
the communications were re-established be- 
tween our advanced posts and those of the 
enemy, who, between themselves, agreed 
uot to attack each other without giving 
three hours notice; but on the 18th, at 
seven o’cleck in the morning, 4,000 Cos- 
sacks came out from a wood, situate 
within half-cannon shot of General Sebas- 
tiani, forming the extreme left of the ad- 
vanced guard, who had neither been occu- 
pied nor inspected that day. They made 
an attack upon this light cavalry at a time 
when they were on foot at the distribution 
of meal. This light cavalry could not 
form but at a quarter of a league at far- 
thest, “Whilst the enemy penetrated by 
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this hole, a park of 12 pieces of cannon, 
-and 20 caissons of General Sebastiani, were 
taken in a ravine, with baggage waggons, 
in number 30, in all, 65 waggons, instead 
of 100, as stated in the last Bulletin. 
At the same time, the enemy’s regular ca- 
valry, and two columns of infantry pene- 
irated into the hole. They hoped to gain 
the wood, and the defile of Voronowo be- 
fore us; but the King of Naples was there; 
he was on horseback. He marched and 
penetrated the Russian line of cavalry in 
ten or twelve different charges. He per- 
ceived the division of six enemy’s batta- 
lions, commanded by Lieutenant-General 
Muller, charged and penetrated it. This 
division was massacred; Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Muller was killed; whilst this was 
passing, General Poniatowski successfully 
repulsed a Russian division. The Polish 
General, Fischer, was killed by a ball. 
The enemy not only suffered a loss superior 
to ours, but have the shame of having vio- 
lated the truce concluded between the ad- 
vanced guard, a thing hardly ever done. 
Our loss amounts to 800 men in killed, 
wounded, and taken. That of the enemy 
is double; several Russian Officers were 
taken; two of their Generals were killed: 
on this day the King of Naples has proved 
what presence of mind, valour, and a 
knowledge of war can effect. In general, 
throughout all this campaign, this Prince 
has shown himself worthy of the supreme 
rank in which he is placed. However, 
the Emperor wishing to oblige the enemy 
to evacuate his entrenched camp, and drive 
them several marches back, in order to be 
able tranquilly to proceed to the countries 
chosen for his winter quarters, and actually 
necessary to be occupied for the execution of 
his ulterior projects, on the 17th, ordered 
General Lauriston, with his advanced guard, 
to place himself behind the defile of Win- 
kowo, in order that his movements might 
not be perceived. After Moscow had 
ceased to exist, the Emperor had deter- 
mined either to abandon this heap of ruins, 
or only occupy the Kremlin with 3,000 
men; but the Kremlin, after fifteen days 
labour, was not judged sufficiently strong 
to be abandoned for twenty or thirty days 
to its own forces. It would have weaken- 
ed and incommoded the army in its move- 
ments, without giving a great advantage. 
If we wished to protect Moscow from the 
beggars and plunderers, 20,000 men would 
have been necessary. Moscow is at present 
a truly unhealthy and impure sink. A po- 
pulation of 200,000 wandering in the neigh- 
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bouring woods, dying with hunger, cone 
to these ruins, to seek what remains, and 
vegetables, in the gardens, to support life, 
It appeared useless to compromise any thing 
whatever for an object which was of no mi- 
litary importance, and which has now be. 
come of no political importance. All the 
magazines which were in the city having 
been carefully examined, the others emptied, 
the Emperor caused the Kremlin to he 
mined. The Duke of Istria caused it to be 
blown up at two o’clock A. M. on the 23d; 
the arsenal, barracks, magazines, all were 
destroyed. This ancient citadel, which 
takes its date from the foundation of the 
monarchy, this first palace of the Czars, 
has been destroyed. The Duke of Tre- 
viso has marched for the Vereja. The 
Emperor of Russia’s Aid-de-camp, Baron 
Winzingerode, having, on the 22d, at- 
tempted to penetrate at the head of 500 
Cossacks, was repulsed and taken prisoner 
with a young Russian officer, named Naris- 
ken. On the 19th, the head-quarters 
were in the castle of Troitskoi; they re- 
mained there on the 20th. On the 2I1st 
they were at Ignatien; the 22d at Pomen- 
skoi; all the army having made two flank 
marches, and the 23d at Borowsk. The 
Emperor reckons upon marching on the 
24th, to gain the Dwina, and taking a po- 
sition which will bring him within 80 
leagues of Petersburgh and Wilna, a dou- 
ble advantage; that is to say, 20 marches 
nearer his means and his object. Of 
4,000 stone houses which were in Moscow, 
not more than 200 remain. It has been 
said a fourth remained, because in that 
calculation $00 churches were comprehend- 
ed, a part of which are undamaged. Of 
8,000 houses of wood, nearly 500-remain. 
It was proposed to the Emperor to 
burn what remained of the city, to treat 
the Russians in their own way, and to ex- 
tend this measure round Moscow. There 
are 2,000 villages, and as many country 
houses and chateaux. It was proposed 
to form four columns, of 2,000 men each, 
and charge them with burning every thing 
for 20 leagues round Moscow. That wil! 
learn the Russians, said they, to make war 
according to rule, and not like Taftars. Ii 
they burn a village, a house, we must make 
them answer for it by burning 100,—— 
The Emperor refused to allow thésé mea- 
sures, Which would have aggravated the 
misfortunes of this population. Of 9,000 
proprietors, whose castles would have been 
burned, one hundred, perhaps, would have 
been sectaries of the Marat of Russia, but 
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$,900 are brave men, already too much 
the victims of some wretched men. To 
punish one hundred guilty persons, 8,900 
would have been ruined. We must add, 
that it would absolutely have left without 
resources 200,000 poor boors, innocent of 
every thing. The Emperor, therefore, 
contented himself with ordering the de- 
struction of the citadel and military esta- 
blishments, according to the usages of war, 
without doing any thing to ruin individuals, 
already too unhappy by the consequences of 
this war. The inhabitants of Russia do 
not recollect such a season as we have had 
for the last twenty days. It is the sun and 
fine days of a journey from Fontainbleau. 
The army is in an extremely rick country 
—it may be compared to the best in France 
or Germany. 








Twenty-seventh Bulletin of the Grand Army. 


Vereja, Oct. 27. 

On the 27th Prince Poniatowski march- 
ed upon Vereja. The 23d, the army 
was about to follow this movement, but in 
the afternoon we learnt, that the enemy had 
quitted his entrenched camp, and was on 
march to the little town of Malioardslavitz. 
Tt was found necessary to march after hin, 
and obstruct his intentions. The Viceroy 
received orders to march. Delzon’s di- 
vision arrived on the 23d, at six in the 
evening, on the left bank, took possession 
of the bridge, and caused it to be repaired. 
In the night between the 23d and 24th, the 
Russian division arrived in the town, and 
took possession of the heights on the right 
bank, which are extremely advantageous. 
On the 24th, at day-break, the battle 
commenced. During this time the enemy’s 
army appeared quite entire, and took a po- 
sition behind the town. The divisions 
Delzon, Broussier, and Pino, and the Ita- 
lian guard, were successively engaged. 
This engagement does the greatest honour 
to the Viceroy, and the 4th corps of the 
army. Two-thirds of the enemy’s army 
were engaged to maintain his position; but 
this was in vain, for the town was taken as 
well as-the heights. The enemy retreat- 
ed so precipitately, that he was obliged to 
throw 20 pieces of cannon into the river. 
Towards night, Marshal Prince Eckmuhl 
debouched with his corps, and all the army 
was in battle with its artillery on the 25th, 
in the position which the enemy occupied 
the night before. ——The Emperor moved 
his head-quarters on the 24th, to the vil- 
lage of Ghorodnia. At seven in the morn- 

















ing, 6,000 Cossacks, who had stepped into 

the wood, made a general huzza in the rear 

of his position, and took six pieces of can- 

non which were parked. The Duke of 
Istria set off ata gallop with all the horse 

guards: this horde was sabred, brought 
back, and thrown into the river; the artil- 

lery it had taken was recovered, and several 

of his waggons were captured. Six 

hundred of these Cossacks were killed, 
wounded, or taken; 30 men of the guards 

were wounded, and three killed. The 
General of Division, Count Rappe, had a 
horse killed under him ; the intrepidity of 
which this General has given so many 
prools, is shewn on every occasion, At 
the commencement of the charge, the Cos- 
sack Qfficers called the guard, which they 
remembered /Muscadins de Paris), Paris 
Dainties. The Major General of Dragoons, 
Letort, distinguished himself. At eight 
o’clock, order was re-established. The 
Emperor marched to Malioardslavitz, re- 
connoitred the position of the enemy, and 
ordered an attack for the next morning; 
but in the night, the enemy retreated. 
Prince Eckmuhl followed him for six hours. 
The Emperor then let him go, and di- 
rected the movement upon Vereja. On 
the 26th, head-quarters were at Borowsk, 
and on the 27th, at Vereja. Prince 
Eckmuhl is, to-night, at Borowsk; the 
Duke of Elchingen at Mojaisk. It is 
beautiful weather, the roads are excellent ; 
it is the end of autumn; this weather will 
last eight days longer, and at that period 
we shall have arrived in our new position. 
In the battle of Malioardslavitz, the Italian 
guard distinguished itself. It took the po- 
sition, and maintained it. The General 
Baron Delzons, a distinguished officer, was 
killed with three balls. Our loss was 
1,500 men killed or wounded; that of the 
enemy is 6 or 7,000. We found on the 
field of battle 1,700 Russians, amongst 
whom were 1,100 recruits, dressed in grey 
jackets, having hardly served two months, 
The old Russian infantry is destroyed ; 
the Russian army would have no consist- 
ence but for the numerous reinforcements of 
Cossacks recently arrived from the Don, 
Well-iuformed persons assure us, that in 
the Russian infantry the first rank only is 
composed of soldiers, and that the second 
and third ranks are filled with recruits and 
militia, and who, notwithstanding the pro- 
mises made them, are incorporated, 
The Russians had three Generals killed, 
General Count Pino was slightly wounded. 
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In order that my countrymen and that the 


world may not be deceived, duped, and cheated 
upon this subject, I, WILLIAM COBBETT, 


of Botley, in Hampshire, put upon record 
the following facts; to wit: That, on the 24th 
June, 1809, the following article was pub- 
lished in a London news-paper, called the 
Courier :——* The Mutiny amongst the LO- 
“ CAL MILITIA, which broke out at Ely, was 
“ fortunately suppressed on Wednesday by the 
“arrival of four squadrons of the GERMAN 
“ LEGION CAVALRY from Bury, under the 
“ commami of General Auckland. Five of the 
“ ringleaders were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
“ sentenced to receive 500 lashes each, part of which 
“ punishment they received on Wednesday, and 
“ 4 part was remitted. A stoppage for their knap- 
“‘ sacks was the ground of the complaint that ex- 
“cited this mutinous spirit, which occasioned 
“ the men to surround their officers, and demand 
“what they deemed their arrears. The first 
“ division of the German Legion halted yesterday 
‘Cat Newmarket on their return to Bury.” 
That, on the 1st July, 1809, I published, in the 
Political Register, an article censuring, in the 
strongest terms, these proceedings; that, for so 
doing, the Attorney General prosecuted, as sedi- 
tious libellers, and by Ex-Officio Information, 
me, and also my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register ; 
that I was brought to trial on the 15th June, 
1810, and was, by a Special Jury, that is to say, 
by 12 men out of 48 appointed by the Master of 
the Crown Office, found guilty; that, on the 
20th of the same month, I was compelled to give 
bail for my appearance to receive judgment ; 
and that, as 1 came up from Botley (to which 
place [ had returned to my family and my farm 
on the evening of the 15th), a ‘Tipstati went 
down from London in order to seize me, per- 
sonally ; that, on the 9th of July, 1810, I, toge- 
ther with my printer, publisher, and the news- 
man, were brought into the Court of King’s 
Bench to receive judgment; that the three 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some mouths in the King’s Bench prison; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the great receptacle for maletacters, 
and the front of which is the scene o: numerous 
hangings in the cowse of every year; that the 
part of the prison in which I was sentenced to be 
confined is sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
felons were actually init at the time I entered 
it ; that one man was taken out of it to be trans- 
ported in about 48 hours after I was put into the 
same yard with him; and that it is the place of 
continement for men guilty of unnatural crines, 
of whom there are four in it at this time ; that, 
besides this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
pay a thousand pounds TO THE KING, and to 
give security for my good behaviour for seven 
years, myself in the sum of 3,000 pounds, and 
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two sureties in the sum of 1,000 pounds each; 
that the whole of this sentence has been executed 
upon me, that [have been imprisoned the two 
years, have paid the thousand pounds TO 'THE 
KING, and have given the bail, Timothy Brown 
aud Peter Walker, Esqrs. being my sureties; 
that the Attorney General was Sir Vicary Gibbs, 
the Judge who sat at the trial Lord Ellenborough, 
the tour Judges who sat at passing sentence Ellen. 
borough, Grose, Le Blanc, and Bailey; and that 
the jurors were, Thomas Rhodes of Hampstead 
Road, John Davis of Southampton Place, James 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, John Richards 
of Bayswater, Thomas Marsham of Raker Street, 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Marylebone, 
John Maud of York Place Marylebone, George 
Bagster of Charch Terrace Pancras, Thomas 
Taylor of Red Vion Square, David Deane of St. 
John Street, William Palmer of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Mali; that the 
Prime Ministers during the time were Spencer 
Perceval, until he was shot by John Bellingham, 
and after that Robert B. Jenkinson, Earl of Li- 
verpool; that the prosecution and sentence took 
place in the reign of King George the Third, and 
that, he having become iusane during my impri- 
sonment, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his son, 
the Prince Regent, in his behalf; that, during m 
imprisonment, I wrote and published 364 Essays 
and Letters upon political subjects; that, daring 
the same time, I was visited by persons from 197 
citics and towns, many of them as a sort of depu- 
ties from Societies or Clubs; that, at the expira- 
tion of my imprisonment, on the 9th of July, 1812, 
a great dinner was given in London for the pur- 
pose of receiving me, at which dinner upwards of 
600 persons were present, and at which Sir 
Francis Burdett presided ; that dinners and other 
parties were held on the same occasion in many 
other places in England; that, on my way home, 
I was received at Alton, the first town in Hamp- 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bells; that 
a respectable company met me and gave mea 
dinner at Winchester; that I was drawn from 
more than the distance of a mile into Botley by 
the people; that, upon my arrival in the village, 
I found all the people assembled to receive me ; 
that I concluded the day by explaining to them 
the cause of my imprisonment, and by giving 
them clear notions respecting the flogging of the 
Local Militia-men at Ely, and respecting the em- 
ployment of German Troops; and, finally, which 
is more than a compensation for my losses and a?l 
my sufferings, Lam in perfect health and strength, 
and, though I must, for the sake of six children, 
feel the diminution that has been made in my 
property (thinking it right in me to decline the 
offer of a subscription), I have the consolation to 
see growing up three sons, upon whose hearts, I 
trust, all these facts will be engraven. 

Wa. COBBETT. 

Botley, July 23, 1812, 
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